Press statement by the Minister for Health: Increase in pharmacists' dispensing fee by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/2420
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Press statement by the Minister for Health: Increase in pharmacists' dispensing fee
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/2420
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
3H&0 
PRESS STATEMENT BY THg^tfffsTER FOR HEALTH, PR D.N. EVERINGHAM 
INCREASE IN PHARMACISTS' DISPENSING FEE 
The Australian Government is to increase by seven cents 
the fee it pays to chemists for dispensing pharmaceutical benefits. 
The Minister for Health, Dr D.N. Eyeriiigham, said today 
that the increase would bring to 57tf per prescription the 
dispensing fee for ready prepared items, such as tablets, which 
represent'the greater proportion of prescriptions. 
The fee for dispensing extemporaneous prescriptions 
(the relatively small number of prescriptions made up by chemists 
from ingredients) will rise to 790. 
The increases will apply from January 1, 1974 and will 
be retrospective to that date. 
The estimated cost of the proposed increase in a full 
year is $6.5 million, but because of the retrospectivity, chemists 
wiil receive an estimated $9 million for prescriptions dispensed 
during 1973/74. 
The Government last varied the dispensing fee for 
pharmaceutical benefits from January 1, 1973. 
Dr Everingham said that the new fees had been recommended 
to him by the Joint Committee on Pharmaceutical Benefits Pricing 
Arrangements. 
This committee comprises equal representation from 
Australian Government Departments (Health and Treasury) and the 
. . I 
Pharmacy Guild of Australia. 
It meets under an independent chairman, Sir Walter 
Scott. 
Dr Everingham said the increase in dispensing fees was 
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based on the joint committee's calculations of chemists' 
costs and was made in accordance with a procedure agreed between 
the Government and the Pharmacy Guild of Australia in 1972. 
He said that dispensing fees were only part of the 
chemists' total remuneration, which also included a percentage 
. i -
markup on the wholesale cost of goods supplied. 
The Joint Committee on Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Pricing Arrangements is at present carrying out a detailed 
financial inquiry into the earnings, costs and profits of 
pharmacy in Australia. 
The purpose of the inquiry is to provide factual 
information to be used as a basis to adjust chemists' 
remuneration in future. 
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